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the danger of being divided into three groups, for it alienated them
from the traditional forms of church organization and led the
masses to mistake them for sects. The retirement of Bishop An-
toninus on June 29, 1923, as chairman, had discredited them still
further. The Patriarchal church was headed by a Holy Synod,
which included some of the eldest bishops, so the Renovated
Church also started to seek for an "elder" to take the place of
Antoninus, and they found him in Eudoximus of Odessa. Eudox-
imus laid down the following conditions: that all groups of Reno-
vators should dissolve their organizations and renounce their
titles; that the Supreme Church Administration should be renamed
the Holy Synod, and that at the consecration of bishops preference
should be extended to monks. Evidently these three conditions
were aimed at pacifying the masses, and the truth is that early in
August 1923, at the plenary meeting of the members of the Council
of 1923, it was resolved to organize a single party based on "Synodal
Democracy'* in opposition to the "Patriarchal Autocracy." After
several days of heated arguments the plenum voted to support
Eudoximus* motion, declaring for the dissolution of the groups;
transforming the Administration into the Holy Synod of the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church, under the chairmanship of Eudoximus,
and deciding to include in the synodal body several of the eldest
bishops who had not yet joined Tikhon. Vvedensky agreed to
bring into the new party his entire group of the Apostolic Church,
and although Krasnitsky refused to join with his Living Church, a
majority of his followers abandoned him for the new church or-
ganization. Antoninus with his Union of Church Regeneration,
which likewise refused to join, also lost the greater part of his ad-
herents.
The New Church, which called itself Synodal, advanced the
principle of oonciliarity. It professed submission to the Councils of
1917 and 1923, but demanded the same submission from the Patri-
arch, who regarded the Council of 1923 as non-canonical. In its
proclamation to the Orthodox Christians, published in the Izvestia
on August r2j 1923, the new Synod announced the change that had
taken place and emphasized the fact that the New Church was pre-
senting *H0ly Orthodoxy in brotherly accord with the Holy
EcHBMSikal Patriarchs,** vib& had sent formal greetings to its chair-